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Nhirng chir viét tat trong sach nay

RVN: Republic of Vietham = Viét Nam Cong Hoa (VNCH) hay Nam Viét Nam

QLVNCH (ARVN - The Army of the Republic of Vietnam) = Quan luc VNCH

XDNT = Xay Dung Nong Thon

DRV: Democratic Republic of Vietnam = Viét Nam Dan chi Cong hoa hay Bac Viét

NLF: National Liberation Front = Mat tran Giai phong, con goi la Viet Cong (mot danh xung cua cong san
do DRV lap ra)

COSVN: Central Office for South Vietnam = Trung ucgng cuc mien Nam (mot danh xung cua cong san do
DRV 13p ra).

VC: Viét Cong.

[ Nhan dan Viét Nam quan niém Viét Cong (VC) 1a tat ca quan dich & Bac ciing nhw & Nam Viét Nam hay néi cach
khac la Cong san Viét Nam. Trai lai, ngwdi My phan biét Cong san Bac Viét 1a Cong san & ngoai Bac va VC 1a Cong
san & trong Nam. Nhiéu vung thén qué Viét Nam con duing danh ttr “Viét Minh” thay cho “Viét Cong”. —trich "Ké Hoach
Hén Hop Muc Tiéu Chién Luoc” 1971 / "Combined Strategic Objectives Plan" by B6 Tong Tham Mwu QLVNCH va
Phai bd MACV phéi hop bién soan ]

USSR: Union of Soviet Socialist Republics: Soviet Union = Lién bang Cong hoa Xa hoi So viét = Lién So
PRC: People’s Republic of China: Cong hoa Nhan dan Trung hoa = Trung cong hay Trung hoa luc dia hay
Hoa luc

SRV: Socialist Republic of Vietham = CHXHCN Vietnam [Viét Nam cong san sau 1975]

Sdd: Sach da dan, Tai liéu da dan
TTU: Texas Tech University

CINCPAC = Commander in Chief Pacific = Tu Iénh Hoa Ky tai Thai Binh Dugng

CINCPACFLT = Commander in Chief United States Pacific Fleet = Tu’ Iénh Ham doi My tai Thai Binh Ducng
MAAG = Poan hodc Phai bo Co van Quan su’ Hoa ky

MAAG (Military Assistance Advisory Group = Phai B6 C& Van Quan Su; vé sau (ngay 8 thang 2 — 1962) doi
tén thanh MACV = Military Assistance Command, Vietnam = B0 Tu Lénh Vién Trg Quan Su’ Tai Viét Nam),
ngay 13-2-1962, tudng Paul D. Harkins tGi Saigon nham chidc Tu Iénh MACV thay cho tuéng Lionel C.
McGarr.

USAID (United States Agency for International Development) = Cd quan Vién trg Hoa ky.

DAO (Defense Attaché Office = Van phong Tuy Vién Quan Su’ My)

DIA (Defense Intelligence Agency = Cuc Quan bao Bo Quoc phong / An ninh Quan doi)

USIS (U.S. Information Service = SG Thong Tin Hoa Ky)
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JUSPAO (Joint US Public Affairs Office = Cd quan Lién vu - Thong tin Hoa Ky / thuGng dugdc goi chung la
Van Tac Vu: Cultural Mobilization Office)

PSYOPS (Psychological Operations) = Tam Ly Chién # Chién Tranh Chinh Tri

USOM (United States Operations Mission) = SG Cong Tac Hoa Ky

PIOCC (Privince Intelligence and Operations Coordination Center) = Trung tam Phoi hgp Hanh quan Tinh
bao Tinh

CORDS (Civil Operation and Revolutionary Development Support) = Cd quan Dan Vu Yém trg XDNT

OSA (Office of the Special Assistant) = Van phong Phu ta Pac biét Toa Dai SU’ Hoa Ky

Cac danh tur' riéng c6 y nghia tuong duong:

- Quan boan I ~ Quan Khu I ~ Vung I Chién thuat

- Nam Phan ~ Chau thd Nam phan ~ Mién Tay Nam phan ~ Chau tho Cllu Long ~ Pong bang Clru
Long ~ Nam ky Luc tinh ~ Vung IV Chién thuat

Nhirng cha thich mau xanh trong dau ngoac [ ] la cua ngudi dich.

Cac chu thich cia ngudi dich co dau *Poan Them (hoac tac gia khac) |3 theo cac sach Nién Ky cia Boan Thém “ Viéc

Tung Ngay’, hoac sach cua tac gia khac, xem chi tiét cac sach nay trong Danh muc Tra cu.

Cac chu thich co dau # la theo cac Nhat Bao ¢ mién Nam quoc gia tur 1964 dén 1975 vdi tén bao va ngay

thang kem theo.
Néu khéng dé dau hodc dé con s6 nhd kém theo (nhu' 2 v.v...) la do hi€u biét clia ngudi dich, hodc ngudi

dich tham khao tu cac nguon riéng le te khac.
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Danh muc Tra cuu

+ cac Nhat Bao ¢ mién Nam quoc gia dugc dung tra ctu cho ban dich nay:

Tong so to

Tén Nhat Bao . T
bao hién co

Chinh Luan
2686

Chu nhiém kiém Chu but: Dang Van Sung.
Thu ky Toa soan: Tur Chung. 86 Lé Lai, Saigon

T 1964 — 1968 | tir 1972 - 1974 | digitialized by Vo Phi Hung 2021, 2022
Thoi Luan

665
Chu nhiém kiém Chu but: Nghiém Xuan Thién.
Toa soan & Tri su: 224 Gia Long, Saigon

(1964 — 1967)| digitialized by Vo Phi Hung Sept 2021
Tien Tuyeéen

1978

Chu nhiém: Pham Xuan Ninh. Tr1 sy & Quan Ly: 193 Gia Long, Saigon

(1-1-1972 dén 19-3-1975) digitialized by Vo Phi Hung Sept 2022
Song Than 1021

Chui bién: Chu Tir va nhém Ha Thiic Nhon. Tong Thu Ky: Uyén Thao.
Bdo Quan: 135 Vo Tanh, Saigon

[ Gom: (Oct — Dec 1971) digitialized by Ngy Thanh 38

vi (1972 — Feb 1975) digitialized by V6 Phi Hing 2021, 2022 933 ]
Hoa Binh

Chu nhiém ki@m Chu buit: Trén Du (Minh Tan). 915
Giam doc Tri su: Tran Hiru Quynh.

Bao Quan: 235 Pham Ngu Lao Saigon. q
T ngay 5-10-1972 doi Toa soan & Tri su vé dia chi 397 Ly Thai T6 Saigon

(1972 — 1974)| digitialized by Vo Phi Hung Sept 2021
Cap Tiéen

905
Chii nhiém Vo Binh Son. Gidm doc Chanh tri: Gido su Nguyén Vin Bong
Toa soan & Tri su: 173 Pham Ngt Ldo, Saigon

(1969 — 1972)| digitalized by V6 Phi Hung Apr. 2022
Tong so bao cia 5 Nhat Bao hién c¢é 8170

(tir 1964 dén 19-3-1975)
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+ Sach dugc dung tra ctu cho ban dich nay:

(tam ké mot vai nér bat trong s6 hang tram tai liéu va sach, bao, tap chi khac)

Poan Thém [1915-2005]

+ "HAI MUOT NAM QUA: Viéc Tirng Ngay 1945-
1964"

Nam Chi Tung Thu xb, Saigon 1966

+ BO 5 tap "Viéc Tung Ngay 1965, 1966, 1967,
1968, 1969"

Cd s Pham Quang Khai xuat ban Saigon 1968 -
1971

Xuan Thu USA tai ban 1990

Pham Ba Hoa
+ "D06i Dong Ghi Nha" Hoi Ky, tac gia tu’ xuat ban,
USA 1990

Tran Ngoc Thong, H6 Pac Huén, Lé Pinh
Thuy

+ "Lugc S Quan Luc Viet Nam Cong Hoa"

Tac gia xuat ban, USA 2011

B6 Tong Tham Muu QLVNCH va Phai bd
MACV phoi hgp bién soan (song ngir) va dich
thuat

+ "K& Hoach Hon Hgp Muc Tiéu Chién Lugc" 1971

"Combined Strategic Objectives Plan"

Nguyén Tién Hung

+ “Palace File”

(Harper & Row Publishers xuat ban 1986)
"HO sd mat Dinh Boc Lap"

ban Viét dich cua Cung Thuc Tién -tirc nhac si
Cung Tién- va Nguyén Cao Dam

+ "Khi Bong Minh Thao Chay"

Hlra Chan Minh xuat ban 2005.

+ "Tam Tu Tong théng Thiéu"

Hlra Chan Minh xuat ban 2010.

+ "Khi Pong Minh Nhay Vao"

Hlra Chan Minh xuat ban 2016.

Bui Diém [1923-2021]
+ "Gong Kim Lich Su™
Viet Tide tai ban USA 2019

Nguyén Ky Phong
+ "Tu Dién Chién Tranh Viét Nam"
Nha sach Tu Luc Books USA xuat ban 2009
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Muc Luc

- Loi Cam Ta

- Dan Nhap

- Chudng 1 “NHUNG NGAY VUI NHAT BOI TOI” - Ngudn goc Viét Nam Cong Hoa

- Chudng 2 “NEU QUAN DOI YEU, CHE DO CUNG YEU THEO” - Cudc dau gianh quyén binh

- Chudng 3 “HOAC DIEM HOI PUONG LOI HOAC CHUNG TA SE BOI DIEM” - C&i chét cua
Diém

- Chudng 4 “PAI DIEN CHO MOI KHUYNH HUONG QUOC GIA” - Dudng V&n Minh phac lap
mot tién trinh mdadi

- Chudng 5 “QUA BAT TRON CON NGAY GAP LAI” - CU Chinh Ly cla Nguyén Khanh

- Chuong 6 “"CAN BDEN MOT CHINH PHU QUAN NHAN DICH THUC” - Gieo gi Gat Nay

- Chudng 7 “CHUNG TOI PA CHAN MUA DAO CHINH” - Chuyén Vé Chinh Quyén Dan Su

- Chuong 8 “TOI MUON DEM LAI THAY DOI THUC SU CHO BOI SONG TOAN DAN” - Hé Lanh
PBao Mdai

- Chuong 9 “CHI MOT PHAT SUNG LA CON DIEN BAM THEO LIEN” - P& Nhat Chu Nién Lé
Thé Cla Nguyén Cao Ky

- Chuong 10 “GAO CUNG CAN YEU NHU DAN” - Kién Thiét Qudc Gia
- Chuong 11 “BAN HIEN PHAP NAY CHINH THUC BUQC CHUAN Y” - Phen Th(r thach cuéi

cung cua Uy Ban L3nh Pao Quéc Gia

- Chudng 12 “KE TU GIAY PHUT NHAM CHUC NAY, TOI THUOC VE QUOC DAN” - Budi Chao
Pgi Nén Bé Nhi Cong Hoa

- Chuong 13

- Chucong 14

- Chuaong 15

- Chuong 16

- Chuong 17

- Chuong 18

- Chuong 19

- Chuong 20

Nhay Vao Cudc Vién Chinh: Nam Viét Nam Nira Puong Dat Génh by Lé Tung Chau



Drawn swords 1n a distant land: South Vietnam’s Shattered Dreams by George J. Veith

- Chuong 21
- Chuong 22
- Chuong 23
- Chuong 24
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Loi Cam Ta

Nguoi ta thuong lay cu tuc ngir Chau Phi “nho ca lang méi nudi duge con” dé an du cho viéc
viét sach, nhat 12 loai sdch ra cong khac hoa mot dé tai qua rong 16n  cting nhu khoc cuo1 theo menh
nude ndi trdi ctia mot xur s& chiang han. Thé nén tdi that 1a may man khi du’oc hai1 nhdm quy nhan
rong 1ong giup stc: mot da giup cudn sdch nay thanh hinh va mot da gép phan vao ndi dung sach
khi khong quan ngai tra 101 hét nhitng cau toi hdi, du it d nhiéu d6 1a nhitng ky tc dau budn.

Nguoi hang ddau trong quy vi cong su voi toi 12 Merle Pribbenow. Ciing voi cach lam viee man
can dang go duc ban thao cho thanh tac pham thoi cuon Black April kh1 trudc, thi nay ong lai la
ngudi c6 tam tic dong 16n dén ban thao nay. Hoc gia vé Viét Nam nao ciing déu biét dén 6ng nhur
mot dich gia trac tuy€t. Cai may cua to1 la duoc 6ng cuing lai dem cac so truong khac cua 6ng ra
dé gidp: stra 161, diém mit dit kién moi va trung ra cdc chon loc htru ly 6 nhling cho c6 lién hé den
hoat dong du la cua chinh phu hay cua tu nhan. Thuc la khong biét n6i bao nhiéu cho vira 10i biét
on dé dén dap su tot bung cua Ong.

Hai vi khdc ciing bd tro téi hét minh. Tién s Chris Goscha véi binh pham uyén tham va luén
doi hoi to1 phai trinh bay rd rang mach lac, cung vo1 cac phan tich sau xa cua ong da giap lam sang
to nhirng chi tlet con nghi nan mo toi. Toi vo cung biét on ca tinh ban 13n nhiét tinh diu dat, truyén
dat ctia ong. Tién si David Prentice cling doc nhiéu chuong va c6 cong giup to1 tap trung vao cac
dé muc chinh. Téi c6 kha hon 1én 12 nho hai vi da giup cho. Sau hét, 12 gia dinh va ban be tdi, dac
biét la Sally Omani, da bén bi sat canh vdi tdi sudt ching duong dai 1am viéc dé hoan thanh cudn
sdch nay. Tam tinh va su khich 1¢ tinh than d6 da 1am voi di ganh ning trong toi vo ké.

Duong nhién, quy vi Nam Vi¢t Nam dong y chuyen tro voi to1, la nhitng nguoi da dinh hinh
cdi cot tuy ciia cudn sich nay. Chang may, c6 may vi dd ménh chung trudc khi sach duoc xuat
ban. Vi€c to1 khong hoan thanh ban thao duoc trudc khi ho qua vang s€ con la vét thuong long
khon ngudi trong toi. Xin ngau nhién ké ra day quy vi da gitp toi gom: Hoang Durc Nha, Nguyén
Xuan Phong, Bui Dlem Pham Kim Ngoc, Cao Van Than, Nguyén Duc Cuong, Lan Cao, Ba
Nguyén Vin Thiéu, Tran Quang Minh, L& Van Minh, L€ Van Phuc, Doan Hiru Dinh, Nguyen
Xuan Tam, Mai Vin Triét, va nhiéu vi khéc nira. Xin cam on nhiet tinh tot bung cua li¢t quy vi.
Vi ca chan thanh, t6i mong sao minh d3 néi 1én duoc nhiéu ndi niém con khuat lap cua quy vi.
Quy vi con xung dang duoc hon thé.

George J. Veith
25 thang 6 nam 2020
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Mot Vai Hinh Anh

10

Mar. 03, 1973
Téng Théng Thiéu tai budi 1& khanh thanh Bénh vién Vi Dan & ngd tu Bay Hién, Saigon
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QUANG TRI, Quang Tri
THUA THIEN, Hue

QUANG NAM, Hoi An
QUANG TIN, Tam Ky
QUANG NGAI, Quang Ngai
KONTUM, Kontum

BINH DINH, Bong Son, Qui Nhon
PLEIKU, Pleiku

PHU BON, Hou Bon

PHU YEN, Song Cau, Tuy Hoa
DARLAC, Ban Me Thuot
KHAN HOA, Nha Trong I CORPS_—_—‘
QUANG DUC, Gia Nghio

TUYEN DUC, Dalot

NINH THUAN, Phan Rong

LAM DONG, Bao Loc¢, Di Linh

BINH THUAN, Phon Thiet

PHUOC LONG, Phuoc Binh

LONG KHANH, Xvan Loc¢

BINH TUY, Ham Tan

BINH LONG, An Loc

BINH DUONG, Phu Cuong

BINH HOA, Bien Hoa

PHUOC TUY, Ba Rio [l CORPS
TAY NINH, Toy Ninh

HAU NGHIA, Khiem Cuong

GIA DINH, Gia Dinh, Scigon

LONG AN, Tan An

KIEN TUONG, Moc Hoa

DINH TUONG, My Tho

GO CONG, Go Cong

KIEN PHONG, Cao Lanh

VINH LONG, Vinh Long

KIEN HOA, Truc Giang

CHAU DOC, Chau Doc

AN GIANG, Long Xuyen

SA DEC, Sa Dec

VINH BINH, Phu Vinh

KIEN GIANG, Ha Tien

PHONG DINH, Can Tho

BA XUYEN, Khanh Hung

CHUONG THIEN, Vi Thaenh

BAC LIEU, Bac Liev 11|
AN XUYEN, Quoang Long
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The author and Mrs. Nguyen Van Thieu, March 2013. Photo courtesy of
George J. Veith
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| | 4

Téc gid George J. Veith viéng tang Dai sir VNCH Boi Didm (that 16c Oct. 24, 2021 tai tu gia. Tang 18 td chire tai gia Dai sir Bai Diém &
Potomac, tibu bang Maryland Hoa Ky Nov. 2, 2021)
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Dan Nhéap

Sang ngay 2 thang 11 nam 1963, c6 mot Da1 Ta Nguyen Van Thiéu nhu muodn ndi
dién nhay ra khoi xe jeep cua 6ng va lao dén chiéc thiét van xa dang dirmg bén ngoai
B0 Tong Tham Muu VNCH trong Can cur Khong quan Tan Son Nhut. Trong 18 gio
dong ho qua, Ong da chi huy cac canh quan v€ noi dé Sai Gon lam dao chanh chinh
quyen Tong thong Ngd Dinh Diém. Bén trong xe 12 hai thi thé ta toi x6 1&éch ctia Tong
thong Diém va bao dé Ngo Pinh Nhu. Khi nguoi ta dd cam doan khoéng 1am hai 6ng
Diém va gia quyén thi 6ng Thiéu mdi chiu tham gia cudc ddo chinh. Gid day, dng can
phai xdc thuc cdi tin chan dong nay, dé xac quyét voi chinh minh rang nhitng gi nguoi
ta da hira voi 6ng va dong doi nay chi con 1a 16i hira doi.

Dai ta Thicu ra 1énh cho tai x¢é m& bung sau chiéc quin xa. Nhiéu nim vé sau, 6ng
ké lai rang khi nhin thay thi thé 14m m4u cua hai anh em, Ong bang hoang dau don
qudn long Ong lam mot cir chi béi biét, bd nén ra va hudng vé hai ngudi roi cii
thap dau kinh can that 1au. Gidy phit bi thim nay khong chi 1a giot nu6c nho nhot
trong dong luu thiy ménh mong cua St Viét hién dai, ma con ghi dau budc chuyén
tiep tr P& nhat Cong hoa cua Tong thong Diém sang DPé nhi Cong hoa vdi Tong
thong Thiéu bon nim sau d6. Tir khoanh khic dau thuong nay, dién trinh chinh tri ctia
Nam Viét Nam mai mai khong con nhu trudce nira.

Thién truyén dai cua doan ngudi Viét khong cong san nd luc dau tranh dé kién
thiét quoc gia co chu quyén mang tén Viét Nam Cong Hoa, con dugc goi 1a Nam Viét
Nam, c6 the duoc quan chiém nhu mot vo truong thién 4 hoi: Quoc Gia Viét Nam cua
Bao Dai, nén Pé nhat Cong Hoa ctia 6ng Diém, thoi bon nim chuyen tiép, va sau het
la Dé nh1 Cong Hoa voi 6ng Thiéu. Su gia Brett Reilly da diém lai nhiing odng g0
thuong 1a khap khiéng cua cuu hoang Bao Pai nham tao dung mdt dat nudc khong
cOng san °. Cdc st gia khiac nhu Mark Moyar, Edward Miller, Geoffrey Shaw va

' Nguyén Tién Hung, Tdm tur Tong Thong Thiéu (Westminster: Hua Chan Minh Publishers, 2010), 373.
Theo dng Hung, cudn Tdm tu Tong Thong Thiéu nay 1a suu tap lai nhirng dir kién ma ong thu thap
duoc tur cac tac gia khac cting nhu nhiing gi chinh miéng Tong thong ké voi 6ng cho tap sich da xuat
ban trudc cua 6ng, cudn The Palace File [ H6 so Mat Dinh Poc Lap |

2 Brett Reilly, “The Origins of the Vietnamese Civil War and the State of Vietnam,” Dissertation.
University of Wisconsin-Madison, May 2018
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Jessica Chapman da xét dinh trao 6ng Di€ém thau ddo dén tan chi tiét 3. Riéng hai doan
con lai hau nhu chua duoc khéao ciru k¥ 1a cuodc bau cir dién ra bdn nidm sau céi chét
ciia 6ng Diém, cudc bau cu tiép lién theo sau d6 cua Nguyén Vin Thiéu di cung voi
tho ménh ngén ngui cua nén Dé nhi Cong Hoa.

Muc dich cua to1 la dua ra lugng dinh c6 chiéu siu nham noi hai thoi doan sau vao
v6i nhitng tham bdc di cé trudce roi. Bang cach tranh 16i tudong thuat che day hay thém
bot lam trang sur bi han hep di, nho do cac mau hinh, cdc chuyén doi va cic su ke tuc
trong mot tam bao quat dugc noi rd hon. Cudn sich nay tap trung nghién ctu nd luc
day gian kho nhung bat thanh cia Nam Viét Nam nham dat duoc méot quoc gia co thé
ding doc 1ap. N6 chi muc vao cudc chién binh dinh nong thon, nhirng giang mac dan
xen vo1 du thr muu mod toan tinh trén chinh truong, gang cong vuogt kho trong tién
trinh thu chinh nghia quoc gia vé mot moi, 1am nay nd tinh than trén cac mdt cong
doan, sic tdc va ton gido von di phuc hop cua Nam Viet Nam. Mot nén kinh t€ chu
dinh tao diéu kién dé cdc thanh phan duoc doi xir binh dang vi thé né ¢6 duoc tim anh
huong 16n rong hon nhiéu la diéu ai ciing c6 thé thay dugc. Ciing vay, cdc hoc gia di
bo qua lap truong toi quan thiét cia dng Thiéu sau nim 1969 1a dua ra 16 trinh hoa
binh va thu thang trong cudc tranh ctr chong lai [ 14p truong chién tranh cta ] nguoi
Cong san.

Vi tinh can thlet nhu thé, nén toi tap trung cho nhiing su vu xay ra ¢ Sa1 Gon hon
1a & cdc tinh. Cdc yéu td quan Su va quyet dinh chinh tr1 do Ha Noi va Hoa Thinh Pon
dua ra chi duoc tinh dén khi can, dé néu cao nhirng diém noi bat hoac dé trinh dién
nhitng nhan dinh, danh gia cua hai noi ay dd c6 anh hudng dén tién trinh chuyén minh
ciia nén cong hoa nhu thé nao. Nhiéu chuyén dong duong di nudc bude ctia Ha Noi
va Hoa Thinh Pén 12 do chiu tic dong cua cac su kién ¢ Sai Gon, ma ngac nhién thay
nguoi ta lai bd quén di cdi twong quan nhin qua nhu thé. Trong chién tranh Viét Nam,
Nam Viét Nam ldc nao ciing 12 tim diém thu hit moi chd ¥, va cudn sdch nay mudn
cit nghia 1y do vi sao nhu thé.

Mac du muc dich cua t61 la lam mot cong viéc quan tric qua trinh thuc nghiém
ciia Nam Viét Nam, nhung t6i khong dao siu vao cic chil dé con nghi nan nhu chong
thuc dan, hé moi sinh hay vi thé cua dat nudc trong cudc tuong xung dia chinh tr1 thoi
Chién tranh Lanh. Céc dé tai trong yéu d6 da cé cdc st gia khdc 1am roi hodc dang
tien hanh *. T6i con dat ra mot ciu hoi bén 1€ 1a chinh phu Hoa Ky ¢6 nén can du vao
trdn vién chinh d6 hay khong. Sau hét, vi v6i hai phe 1am chién, ching ¢6 khau hiéu
hay chiéu bai nao duogc hét thay moi nguoi thuan tinh chap nhén, va cin ci vao cich
Nam Viét Nam tu goi minh 12 ngudi Qudc gia, toi s€ dung cach d6 dé tré nguoi chong
cOng, dong thoi toi tré nhitng nguoi theo HO Chi Minh 1 nguoi Cong san.

Neu trong cudc d6i dau gitra hai d6i thu bat dung hop nay con cé nhiéu tang nac
chim ndi ngdm ngam thi trudc va trén hét tat ca, d6 1a cude dung do gitra hai quan
diém hoan toan trdi nguoc nhau vé duong 16i canh tan va kién thiét xr s& Viét Nam.

3 Mark Moyar, Triumph Forsaken: The Vietnam War, 1954—1965 (New York: Cambridge University
Press, 2006). Edward Miller, Misalliance: Ngo Dinh Diem, the United States, and the Fate of South
Vietnam (Cambridge, MA: Harvard University Press, 2013). Jessica Chapman, Cauldron of Resistance:
Ngo Dinh Diem, the United States, and 1950s Southern Vietnam (Ithaca, NY: Cornell University Press,
2013). Geoffrey Shaw, The Lost Mandate of Heaven: The American Betrayal of Ngo Dinh Diem,
President of Vietnam (San Francisco, CA: Ignatius Press, 2015).

4 Martin Clemis, The Control War: The Struggle for South Vietnam, 1968—1975 (Norman, OK:
University of Oklahoma Press, 2018); Andrew Gawthorpe, To Build as Well as Destroy: American
Nation Building in South Vietnam (Ithaca, NY: Cornell University Press, 2018); Heather Marie Stur,
Saigon at War: South Vietnam and the Global Sixties (New York: Cambridge University Press, 2020).
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Ciling tu su tranh bién gay gdt twong tu vé lap truong nhu thé c¢é xdy ra trong phe
Quoc gia voi nhau, diéu d6 kha di cho thay dau méi 1a chanh dé ctia cudc binh dao
nay. Cudc tranh chap lap truong giira nhirng nguol Quoc gia gom mot bén chu truong
duong 16i trung uong tap quyen, doi lai véi bén kia theo du01 mot hinh thai dan chu
mang mau sic Viét Nam vdi chu truong tan quyén hon vé dia phuong. Van dé dit ra
v6i ngudi Quoc gia 14 1am sao dep bo nhitng dudng 16i cting dinh ché chinh tri di hu
bai roi thay vao d6 bang nhiing ¥ tudng tin tién va hién dai hoa dé khai phong phém
tinh cong hoa toan dien cho mot xtr sO' mang dic tinh sdc toc va ton gido da dang °.
Cuoc chlen gira nguo1 Cong san vo1 nguol Quoc gia, va gitra nguol Quoc gia véi
nhau, 12 vé thé thuc sao cho thu dat duoc 1ap truong chinh tri ay.

Suodt thoi chién va ca nhiéu ndm hau chién, nguoi ta quen phé phan, chi trich Nam
Viét Nam la mot c:he d6 bu nhin khong cé chinh nghia. Céi 16i dom chuyén phut thinh
chir khong phiv suy rat u 12 gian di: Ha Noi 12 cdi n6i ddy mui nudc hoa tinh than dan
toc, con Sai Gon bi do thira hét cho chuyén phai sup d6. Rdi y cir vao tan bi kich mat
nudc Nam Viet Nam vao thang Tu nam 1975, 16i phan dinh d6 nhu thé da duoc xem
]a mic nhién ding va vi thé chang can phai ngé di ngo lai gi nira. Thuc ra, phan 16n
ndi tinh thuc su ciia chinh Nam Viét Nam da bi thé gidi bén ngoai 1am ngo. Nhu 10i
mot nguodi ban Viét Nam di néi véi toi: “Chiing tdi ¢6 nhiéu udc vong du phéng lam:
tu do, doc 1ap va dua dan tdoc minh thoat hoa ngheo dé1 lac hau. Con nguoi Cong san
chi mo tudng c6 ddc mdt thu: thu thing bang bat cir gid nao

Luan dé chinh dugc trinh bay ¢ ddy 12 Nam Viét Nam khong phai 12 mot ban sao
clia ngudi M¥, va nén Dé nhi Cong hoa ciing khong phai 12 mét ché do doc tai nhu Dé
nhat Cong hoa ctia 6ng Diém. Nhu chiing ta s& thay, ong Thiéu va chinh phu cta ong
da thuc thi nhiéu cong cudc dang ké dé kién thiét dat nuéc mang tam dan chu hién dai
nham giai trir thuc trang ban cing lac hau cho toan din, qu4 trinh d6 1a ca mot cong
lao ma nguo1 ta khong hé nhin nhan. Pé hoan thanh trich vu trong dai éy, ho phai
vuot thang cho duoc mé di san suy kiét ma ché do thuc dan Phép dé lai, di kem voi
biét bao nan dé dic trung co hitu trong tién trinh kién thiét quoc gia: gidi quan nhan
v0i gioi dan su chua dong tAm nhat tri, tinh tu dan toc bi phan héa, dinh ché chinh tri
con phoi thai non yéu va con nhiéu thtr khéc nita. Té hon, ho phai gong minh vuot 1én
trdm cho bang hét nhitng nham nha 16 16i nay trong tinh thé c6 mot ke thu khong doi
tro1 chung dang chan hong ngang duong. Danh rang trén nguyén tac, nhiing b0 may
nha nudc budi dau 1ap quoc phai tranh thu duoc tinh chinh danh, ching rieng gi ai,
nhung nguodi Quoc gia phai cham tran vdi mot nan dé khong dat: 1am sao mot nén dan
chti méi 16n va mot xa hdi cdi mé ¢6 thé danh bai mot ké thii chu truong doc tai bop
nghet, ké ay con cé di ngén nghé chui ric xAm nhap, liing doan tAm 1y va chinh tri,
len 16i ca vao huyét mach tinh bdo ctia quoc gia? Néi cho thuc 1ong cong tim, thir hoi
tu minh Nam Viét Nam cé thé ding viing duoc trude nguy co de doa cua Cong san
hay khong?

Pé tra 16i ciu hoi d6 doi hoi ta ‘phai c6 mot thau hiéu siu xa nhiing doc 1ong cua
nguol Quoc gia trong cdng cudc kién tao mot dat nude cé kha nang tu ton. Nhu su gia
quan su 106i lac Michael Howard da néi chidc nich mdt ciu: “néu tdch viéc tién hanh
mot cudc chién tranh ra khoi hoan canh noi tai ciia né ma cdc mat déu cé 1am vio —
nhu x3 hodi, vin héa, chinh tri, kinh té — thi tic 1a dd bo qua nhitng chiéu kich quy

5 Thuat ngir “dat nuoc” va “qudc gia” [ “state” and “nation” ] thuong duoc dung thay thé cho nhau,
nhung nghia 2 chtr a ay c6 khac nhau. Pat nude 1a mot vung lanh tho ¢6 ranh gidi, dan cu va chi quyén
xdc 1ap; Quoc gia 1a mot cong dong nguoi cuing sinh song va gan bé véi nhau trong ciing mot giong
lich str, ngbn ngilr, van hda va phong tuc chung.
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mo toi can thiét dé hiéu né cho thau ddo.”  VAy nén cudn sich nay bao ham hét
nhitng chiéu kich d6. Nam Viét Nam that tran khong dong nghia véi viéc ho khong
dat duoc tinh chinh danh. Luén diém cua toi 14 ho da dat duoc nhu vay, chua tinh dén
biét bao thuong dau chua ngay nao yén ma Nam Viét Nam phai chiu nhu cic tAn quoc
khdc, nhat 12 nhitng nudc phai odn minh ton tai qua nim thang dai chién tranh va chét
chéc. Sau rot, Nam Viét Nam khong thé vira 1am nha vira danh tran dong thoi duoc.

Nguoti ta dau thé quén rang nén dan chu 12 mot cong cudc lic nao ciing dang trén
10 trinh dién tién, dang duoc tién hanh, nhat 12 véi mot xr xem nhu vira méi 1ap quoc
dang vuon 1én tim mot vi thé cho minh trong hoan canh chién tranh gian nan khong
dut. Ngay ca nudc My vao thot khung hoang cua chinh minh ciing da co luat dinh ve
nhitng moi khdc biét trai nghich gitra thuc té vdi cac gid tri chung. Pao luat Ngin cam
Ngoai kleu va Ngua Bao loan thong qua nam 1798 (The Alien and Sedition Act of
1798) an dinh viéc truc Xuat, phat va hodc bo tu bat ky a1 b1 coi la co nguy co hodc
cdc an loat pham "viét nhiing diéu bia dit, loan tin don nham hodc 4c y" chong lai
Hoa Ky. Thoi Noi chién, Tong thong Abraham Lincoln da tam hoan phan 16n cdc
diéu khoan trong Tuyén ngon Nhan quyén, ké ca quyén tu do ngdn ludn va habeas
corpus [ an 1énh tdi tham voi pham nhan dang thu dn ] . Hon nira, sau vu 11 thang 9,
ngay ca nhiing nudc c¢6 duoc nén dan chu thuan thuc r6i ma con phai thong qua nhiéu
diéu luat mai s gdy dén ca gidi ung ho cac quyén tu do dan su.

Cu xem ngay ca cac quoc gia dd gia din cling da budc phai cin nhic trd lai ting
can luong ni tac luat 1& cho g hop voi ting thdi doan nguy nan, thé thi Nam Viét
Nam d4u c6 phai 12 mot ngoai 1¢ gi. Khi nguodi Phdp khudc tir dem cdc dinh ché dan
chii vao thao duot cho Pong Duong thudc dia, thi ldc ay cdc khdi niém nhu “tu do
ngdn luan” va “doi 1ap thién chi” chi duoc chiéu c6 c¢6 mot chd bé mon & mién Nam,
not trai qua mot truong thuc nghiem lich st khic xa voi dat nude ching ta [ Hoa Ky I.
Giong nhu céic tin ticu quoc khdc méi vuon 1én sau khi thoét dch thuc dan, trudc hét,
nguo1 Viet Nam mang ly tu’orng Cong hoa phai 1ap ra mdt ban Hién Phdp dé minh
dinh 1ap truong chinh tri. Hién phép phan dinh b6 may Hanh phap - co quan Lap
phap, Tu phap va he thong An ninh Qudc gia — va nguyén mot guong mdy van hanh
ay phai duoc khai sinh mot ci mot, ngay giita tinh thé cac moi phic loi xa hoi va ton
g1do dang tranh ke nhau tirng chut.

D4y chinh 1a diéu s& dua chiing ta dén v6i mot con nguoi kin ddo it ai hiéu, nguoi

s& hién dién noi trdi phan 16n trong nhiing trang sich nay, cuu Tong Thong Viét Nam
Cong Hoa Nguyén Vin Thiéu. Vi su nghiép cla ong trung khit vo1 tho menh cua quoc
gia dng, cho nén dé khao sit chu ddo nhitng thang tram cua Nam Viét Nam thi ong
qua la mot nguon dir liéu my man khong gi bang. Day khong phai la nhiing trang viét
ticu su 6ng Thicu ma la mot thua nhan cong nhién rang Ong chiém mot vai trd trong
tAm trong nén Dé nhi Cong Hoa. Ay vdy ma bat chap su thuc do, c6 1€ dng Thicu la
nguoi ban dong minh chu luc cua My trong thé ky XX it duoc dao siu, phan tich
nhat. Trong hau hét cdc an lodt pham ciia Hoa Ky, 6ng hien dieén nhu mot vai nho bén
canh nhiing tai to mit bu cia My trong guéng mdy chién tranh hodc ngudi ta thuong
nghi mot cach chung chung d6 la mot nha doc tai quan phi¢t dan ap dan ching va
duong 16i cua ong da tryuc tiep lam that tha Nam Viét Nam. Xa rong hon, nhiing phan
tich con chua day du nay vé thoi dng tai nhiém thuong hay bi khoa lap bdi nhiéu su
ki€n nhu cic cudc hoa dam don duong dan dén Hiép dinh Hoa binh Paris 1973. Voi
con nguodi ngdi ghé chu tri ngay tam bao chién cudc cudng phong day séng khoi tur
lic quan doi My tham chién cho dén hoi két cuc, thi viéc nghién ctu hoi hot sao

 Michael Howard, War in European History (Oxford: Oxford University Press, 2009), xi.
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nhing nhiém ky Tong Thong ctia 6ng it phai dé lai mot 16 hong trong pho chién sir
nay.

Nhu ching ta s& thay, 6ng Thiéu 12 nguoi déng vai trd cot thiét trong cong cudc
chuyén d6i Nam Viét Nam tir mot ché do voi chinh quyén quan nhén thanh mot nude
Cong hoa lap hién. Nhung 6ng Thiéu da d6i dau thé nao voi cic phe be phdi, va Ong
cam cuong ra sao khi so gang vo1 ho? Ong Thicu khac voi Tong thong Dieém nhu thé
nao? Cung cdch cam quyén cuia 6ng 1 gi, dng cam cin nay muc cic quyet siach doi
ngoai nhu thé nao va duong 16i noi tri cua ong la gi? Thu ho1 ong ta co thé 1ap ra mot
chién luoc quan su kinh t€ song hanh roi khién dung n6 dé danh bai mot ké dich hiém
doc tan nhan duoc khong? Xét trén dai thé, cho dén nay nhitng cdu hoi nay van chua
duoc tra 101 théa dang.

Vi sao cdc st gia khong chiu nghién ctu thau ddo céc chinh sich cua ong Thiéu
hodc dinh luan nhig ung pho cua ong trude cac bién dong doi noi va d6i ngoai,
trong khi ciu tra 10i ¢4 san ngay trong 1ong chién cudc 12 noi s& xuat ra nhiing phan
dinh cong minh. Trong hon mot thap nién, Viet Nam thuong chiém trong tim ctia moi
twong xung toan cau thoi Chién tranh Lanh. Cdc nha binh ludn phuong Tay thuong vé
hinh 6ng Thiéu biang thuan c6 mot mau y tudng, 1a thtr phan anh cai thanh kién chinh
tri ciia chinh ho, va nhiing 16i ho bién giai hing say vé 6ng lai cling nhu mot thir phan
chiéu cdi rap khudn mot chiéu cta thoi dai. Ké chuyén da ngén bién ngit theo phe
phan chién thi gdn cho dng 13 tham nhiing, doc tai, dan dp. Nguoi Viét Cong chi thuan
mot giong vu va ong 13 ban nudc, bu nhin cia My. Trén binh dién quoc té, tiéng tim
cua Ong cling b1 xem la kém nhu vay.

Tuy nhién, cong chung Nam Viet Nam van bén bi gitr moOt nhén gioi da dién hon
vé 6ng. Ciing giong nhu cdc Tong thong khic, con soO ty I¢ ung ho ong Thicu tang
glam theo cac binh di¢n thong thuong: an ninh quoc gia, phd cudng kinh té hodc nhan
c¢6 vu bé bdi chinh tri nao moi nhat Cac xu huong lugng dinh nhu thé thuong két lai
thanh khoi theo cdc tuyén rdi rac von di quen thanh nép ciia Nam Viét Nam nhu: thi
dan nghich chiéu véi ndng dan, thién hudng ton gido hodc thanh kién dia phuong
(vung mién) Ngoai mot hau cu dang sau 6ng Thi¢u la nhiing nguoi ung ho, con co
nhiing phan tu trung lap lung khung va mot phan khac bat phuc ong. Ty I¢ phan trim
ciia moi loai bién thién tuy thoi, tuy lac tinh hinh chién su tot hay xau hodc vat gid
ngoai thi truong 1én hay xudng.

Ngay ca khi Sai Gon that thi, thi viéc 1am mdt tong duyét hanh trang ctiia Tong
thong Thiéu van 1a diéu can thiét. Ong ch:?fing phai tham nhiing ciing ching phai ké dc
trong vai phan dién do phe cdnh ta phan chién boi vé ra, ‘cung khong phai la mot “bu
nhin”™ cua My [ nhu nguo1 Cong san ve ra |. Néu dng von di cé tac phong chinh tri-
quin su dién hinh nay van con lua lai noi cdc lanh tu chong cong thidm nién & cac
nude chau A khdc nhu Pai Loan va Nam Han, 12 nhitng ngudi duoc coi nhu kleu mau
lanh tu cwong manh 1am doi trong dac luc vo1 cong san, thi no1 6ng con ¢6 quyét tam
kién tao mot xa ho1 dan chu lay quyén tu hitu lam nén tang. Hai tam trang trai nguoc
nhau nay gidng xé 6ng khong nging, ching bao gio ¢o thé dung hoa duoc. C6 riéng
mot chuyén 13, ¢6 vé nhu nguoi ta da tude mat di cac gid tri din chii ma 6ng deo duoi,
ké tir vu doc ctir Tong thong nam 1971.

Tan can dé, ong Thiéu muu cau hai muc tiéu téng thé. Trudc tién, ong ha quyét
tAm phai ddnh thing dich. Phuong cham cua ong 12 khong thda hiép voi Cong san boi
do 1a con duong chu bai, 1ap truong do dua trén kinh nghiém truc tiép ting trai chur
khong phai bat ngudn tir bat ky hé tu tuéng kho cting va phi thuc té nao. Thir dén, 6ng
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muon kién thiét xr s¢ thanh mot qudc gia tan tién, giai trir than phan nhuoc tiéu ban
han cho dan cho nudc, va sau het la huong xur so dén mot md hinh tiém can voi chanh
thé dan chu. Klen tao mot guong mdy quoc gia ning dong va c6 trong trach nham
ning cao muc song vat chat cho toan dan cung lic dua dat nudc hoa nhiap viao mang
mach nong cot ctia hang ngil cic qudc gia dan chu thuc chat — chir khong phai chi 12
hinh thirc — mdi thuc 12 hai cdi dich toi hau trong hoach dinh cta dng.

Pé dat dugc diéu do, cdc chinh sich cua ong vira mang tinh tién héa vira mang
tinh cach mang. Ong trung thanh védi cdc duong 16i da co tu truoc cua Chinh phu Vigt
Nam trong mot s linh vuc nhat dinh nhu khi ngdi vao ban hoa dam chang han.
Nguoc lai, 6ng triét dé chia tay céc chinh sach cua nhirng nguoi tién nhiem, dac biét
la trong cai cach dién dia va tii cau tric kinh té. Ngoai ra, 6ng con cO suc xoay
chuyén N am Viet Nam theo mo hinh Hoa Ky bang cich gia ting quyén dia phuong tu
tri v cai to t& u 1i thu lai trong gudong mdy hanh chinh. Pang néi hon nira 12 6ng da
lam viéc xO6ng xdo dé kién toan an ninh lang x3 bang céch trang b1 vl khi cho thon
dan dia phuong dé ho c¢6 phuong tién tu vé, day 1a ca mot viéc hét sttc mao hiém noi
mot xr sO ma long trung thanh cua ndng dan voi chinh phu thuong b1 ngo vuc. Tom
lai, chuong trinh néng thén phd cuong ciua Tong thong Thiéu trao cho dong bao
huong thon Nam Viet Nam moOt mo1 truong tu ban dé ho tim phuc loi, tu lam giau
thOng qua trach nhiém noéng thon tu quan.

Viéc d6 khong co6 nghia rang 6ng Thiéu 12 mdt nha chu truong cai cach phong
khoang. Cach cam quyén cua O0ng duoc goi tu cac ché dd chau A chong cong va
chuyén ché khic. Ong c6 mot so diém tuong dong véi Tuong Gidi Thach & Dai Loan
va Phac Chanh Hy 0 Nam Han. Cling giong nhu ho, 6ng theo dudi cac muc tiéu nai tri
ciia minh trong khi van canh ching ngin ngtra cdc phe chinh tri d6i 1ap, vi tin rang doi
lap chi chuc roi vao cam bay ctia Cong san. Mic du dng ung ho nhiing tiéng néi
khong cong san khac, va cong nhan viec gop tiéng c¢6 qua cé lai noi mot xa hoi dan
chu 1a diéu toi thiét dé né c6 stic song, nhung Ong coi viec do6i 1ap thach thuc ra mat
nhu mdt cin bénh ung thu 1am suy yéu co thé chong cong dang duong dau vai mot ké
thit hiém 4c khong gom tay. Ong quan niém, doan két dan toc kha di chung to hung
luc y chi quoc gia, la yeu to then chot dé Ha No1 hiéu rang ho khong thé thu thang
Mot khi Ha Noi da chap nhan diéu dé, thi viéc ng01 vao ban hoa dam mai ¢cé thé thuc
su bat dau. Nguoc lai, doi 1ap cong khai cho thady mot co ché yéu nhuoc, chi to xui
khién Ha Noi ngoan c6 kéo dai chién tranh.

Giong nhu cdc chinh tr1 gia kKhac, 6ng Thiéu ¢6 nhiing nhuoc diém riéng va nhiing
tat tinh khac nguoi khi cam quyén, 1a diéu da giy anh hudng dén céac chinh sidch cia
6ng. Tuy nhién, rat nhiéu nudc di, toan tinh cta 6ng Thiéu khién cdc nha phé binh
phuong Tay that kinh hon via lai mang mot y nghia hoan toan khac trong nudc. Vo1
ong Thigu, tac dong cua khung canh quoc ndi méi dit gid hon nhiéu nhitng diéu tiéng
giem pha trén truong quoc t€. Ngoai ra, ndi viéc 6ng dam duong nhiém chirc cua
minh vitng nhu ban thach ciing du 1am dién tiét nhitng thanh phan muu toan nguy hoa
vot ke thu khong thé khoan nhuong cua Ong. Vay nhung voi tu cach la nha lanh dao
cho diu c6 it nhiéu so suat, nhiéu gidi chirc My van dinh ninh rang khong mét chinh
khéich Viét Nam nao khéc thu dac duoc mot két tinh cdc dic tinh gia dan, thong minh
va quyén bién nhu dng. Trong mat ho, 6ng 12 nha lanh dao thuong thing & Nam Viét
Nam.
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A1 cling vay, khi su nghi€ép chinh tr1 dat dinh cao, déu 12 hién than cia mot suc
hép dan toat ra tir tham vong, nghi luc bén bi va minh tri t(':)ng hop noi ho /. Pé tién
hanh cho thau dao viec phan tich cac chinh sach cua nha lanh dao cung voi viée giam
dinh hanh vi vé mit cd tdnh dng, doi hoi chung ta phai duoc quyén tham khao van kho
no1 bo cua chinh phu, va phai dugc thudc cap tAm phic ctia 6ng san 1ong tiét 10 cic
chi tiét vé nhiing toan tinh can nhic duong di nudc budc cling nhu dong co thic day
noi con nguol dung mii chiu sao. Trong truong hop 6ng Thi€u thi cac van ki€n, but
luc ghi lai vai trd co van quan su chinh thuc ctia Hoa Ky tir nhitng nim dau Hoa Ky
lam chién, da bi tiéu hily ddu mat hét cho nén dir kién vé nhiing tuong tic sém nhat
cua ong vo1 nguot My cot nhu:' bi mat dau 8. C4c ban tin, tudong trinh tir phia nguol
Phdp vé dng ciing hét suc it o1 °. Thu kho luu trit ciia Chinh phu Viét Nam, nay do ché
dd cOng san hien tai nam giit, va quyén suu luc vao d6, mic du c¢6 phan cdi mo hon
trude ddy, van bi nhiéu can tr¢ hon so vdi cic cong chimg thu luu trit bén Hoa Ky.
Cédc hoc gia da luc loi hét cdc thu kho luu trit va bao ring ho khong tim thay duogc gi
nhiéu nhitng tram tu suy tinh cua ong Thiéu khi dng dua ra loat cdc chinh sich ciing
nhu chuong trinh da dang khéc

Bat chap nhiing tr¢ ngai nho nay, nguoi ta van c6 thé phan tich duoc duong 16i
thuc thi ctia Tong thong. Nhitng nhan dinh, phan hoi cua dng da duoc cac Pai st Hoa
Ky 1am bdo cdo ti mi. Tuy nhién, cac vién chtic nao khéc ctia Toa Dai st My thay 6 ong
la nguo1 kin k€ kho do cling nhu hay quo trach ke pham 161, 12 thuong dua trén vy kién
ma ho tong hop lai sau khi thu thap duoc tir cdc chinh khich tiéu biéu & Nam Viét
Nam hodc tu cac gio1 uu tu khac. Phan 16n bdo cdo nay cta phia Hoa Ky, mic du
thuong khd 1a cé chiéu siu, nhung phai that than trong khi dung. Ong Thiéu 1a mot
nguoi khép kin la thuong, hiém khi dé cho nguoi ta blet y minh. Ong tht quanh minh
mot chu vi cuc bé cho vong than can no1 bo no1 xuat ra quyet dinh, va nhirng nguoi
Vi€t khong thudc vao hang thuong tang chinh phu chi c¢6 thé dua ra phong dodn khi
giai thich 1y do dua dén céc quyét dinh cua Tong thong. Hodc té hon, ho gin cho 6ng
cac dong co am muu nay no ve nhiing toan tinh cua 6ng ma ching biét ti gi cdc nudc
cO di ay da duoc thi trién do dau, nhu thé nao.

Vay nén, mot téng hop tu cac bai dién vian cua ong Thi€u, tu ta1 licu cua Chinh
phu Viet Nam, tu cac van kién luu trir cua Hoa Ky, va tu viec phong van cac cong su
tam phtic cua 6ng kha di cho ta am hiéu vé dong co dua ra cdc dudng 16i, chinh sich
doi ngoai va d6i noi cua ong. Cac hoi ky cta gidi chirc trich Nam Viét Nam ciing
cung cap cai nhin sau, nhung lam lic nhu thé chi dua doc vao céc dit kién cua My, né
giong nhu “khiu v trong bai min” vay, cha biét tring trat 13 dau. Cho du d6 1a ca
mot ngudn tai liéu tuyét voi, nhung khi dung tdi, phai that 1a dé dit. Khong chi vi tri
nho cua con nguot thuong mong manh hu ao, ma con vi nhiéu tdc gia kh4 1a thanh
kién, thicéu cong tAm va biéu 10 ra nhu thé chang ngai ngung.

’ La thay, nhiing ti vét cd nhian duong nhu khong khién cho coéng luadn & Nam Viet Nam nghi xau Ve
ong Thicu. Tong thong da ¢ vai ngudi con ngoai hon, trong d6 c6 mot nguol xuat phdt tir moi tinh noi
tiéng voi chu nha hang Cyrnos & Viing Tau. Médc du to1 s¢ khong ban dén doi tu tinh 4i cung viec qua
lai vo1 khoa Tu Vi cua 6ng, nhung néu mot Tong thong My bi 16 nhitng chuyén nhu vay &t su nghiép sé
tiéu ma ngay. Con véi hau hét ngudi Nam Viét Nam thi chi nhidn vai cudi nhat.

8 Theo email dé ngay 1 thdng 9 nim 2014 tir Richard Boylan, 13 nguyén Chuyén vién thim nién cia
Cuc Luu trir Quf)c gia, nguoi da gin bé véi viée quan tha ho so quan vu Hoa Ky trong gan 39 niam.

° Theo thu dé ngay 25 thang 8 nam 2014 cua Antoine Boulant, truong phong Cong chung Su vu, Vu
Quan st Bd Quéc Phong [ Phap quoc ]

1Mot hoc gia da ra cong dao boi ho so Chinh phu Viét Nam noi thu kho da phat hién duoc mot vai tai
lidu cho thay dai cuong nhimg suy nghi truc tiép ctua 6ng Thiéu. Email ngay 5 thang 3 nim 2019 tir
Tién si Sean Fear.
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May thay, tdi dd phong van duoc nhiéu Bo trudng trong Noi Cac ciia Nam Viét
Nam va cac vién chue day dan khac, 1a nhiing nguoi mang trong trach hoach dinh va
thuc thi cdc ké sach ciia chinh phu. Tu nhling budi trd chuyén nay, mot nguon su lieu
mdi mé chua tirng c¢6 dén phét sot duoc phoi bay, trong d6é ¢ ca chi tiét cudc dao
chinh 6ng Diém suyt bi ding lai nhu thé ndo, nhiéu chuyén chua duoc biét trude day
vé Vu Chinh Ly [ ctia Tuéng Nguyén Khanh ] thang Giéng nim 1964, mot Thoa udc
Tuan dao [ nguyén van “the Faustian pact” ] da ban phép lanh cho dng Thi¢u vuot Ién
Nguyén Cao KV 1am Tong thong, boi canh thuc vé Vu Chennault trong cudc bau cir
nam 1968 [ 0 My |, cung nhiing tin chi tiét nd bung dén chodng vang cuia nhiing gi co
1& 1a bi mat 16n lao va cudi cung cua Chién tranh Viét Nam da xay ra vao hoi két cuc.

Mic du toi tin chic rang c6 khac biet mot tro1 mot vuc gitra Tong thong Ng6 Pinh
Diém véi nhin gidi cuia Tong thong Thiéu vé viéc hién dai hoa neén cong hoa, nhung
quan trong la phai nhan cho r0 rang 6ng Thicu phai diéu hanh nén cong hoa khi thé
thoi va boi canh chinh tri d3 d6i khdc voi voi so vai thoi 6ng Diém. Thoi 4 nim sau
dao chinh, Nam Viét Nam da chiu nhiing xao tron ghé gom vé chinh tri, xa hoi, quan
su va kinh te khi chién su ngay mot lan rong va Hoa Ky leo thang chlen tranh khi do
quén vao. Bat chap céc roi ren d6, Nam Viét Nam da thiét 1ap duoc Hién Phép va hinh
thanh nén Dé nhi Cong Hoa phan Ion nho su leo lai cua nhi vi Ky va Thicu. Tiép do,
cac su kién noi com nhu cuoc tan tong cong Tét Mau Than nim 1968 cua Cong san,
viéc thuc thi quoc sdch Cai cach Dién dia, chuong trinh Nhan dan Tu ve vii trang cho
nhin dan da khién nhiéu dong bao ndng thon von trude day co thai do trung lap hodc
d6i nghich, nay ho nga hét vé phia ¢ ong Thi¢u. Tuy nhién, cuoc tan cong ciia Ha Noi
vao nam 1972 da pha hai phan [6n tién trinh phdt trién kinh té ciing nhu chuong trinh
Cai cach Hanh chéinh xuong tgi dia phuong ma ong Thiéu da dat duoc. Roi dén Hiép
dinh Hoa binh Ba Lé va tlep do6 viec Hoa Ky triét thoai da dé lai mot Nam Viét Nam
day thuong tich, tré thanh miéng mdi dé kich thich Béc Viét tan cong nhitng dot cudi
vao nam 1975.

Ciing may la, vo1 tam uyén bac hom nay khi khao ctru nhitng moi tuong xung, kha
giong nhu nen van hoa hang bién dong cuia chiing ta, kha d1 dung nap duoc nhiéu tam
nhin tuyén mo&i mé khi chiém nghiém lai Nam Viét Nam !'. Mong sao cdi ho siu tu
kién ngin cdch chiing ta khi xua khong con kim ham tr6i budc doc gia hom nay nira.
Thyc qué doi binh thudng khi trong nhiing tinh thé déo dién budc con ngudi dang
hoan thién minh chua tron phai dua ra nhitng quyét dinh sinh tir dua trén tin tirc sai
lac. Ong Thiéu ciing dau co6 khac chi. Ai do khi doc tap sach nay, hay cO nhin 6ng,
gwng y nhu hau hét nhiing nguo1 ding mii chiu sao trong tu cach la mot chinh tri gia
doc stc minh 1am nhitng gi t01 hao cho dat nuéc hon 1a nhin ong nhu mot ke doc rai
chi biét cham chiam giir quyén luc. Trong ¥ niém d6, xin trich dan Chorus trong thién
kich Vua Henry De Ngii cua Shakespeare, dé gio day lay cdi diéu “ctr xem chd nao
Hoang thuong con khuyét thi cdc nguoi hay lay tri tudng ma lap cho day” khi phdn
dinh Nguyén Vin Thiéu va Nam Viét Nam 2

I Tuong Vu and Sean Fear, Viét Nam Coéng Hoa, 1955-1975: Quan diém vé Kién thiét Quoc gia
(Ithaca, NY: Cornell University Press, 2019). Keith Taylor, Am Vang cua nén Deé nhi Cong hoa Viet
Nam (1967-1975) (Ithaca, NY: Cornell University Press, 2014).

12 William Shakespeare, Vua Henry Dé Ngii [ vO kich ], Loi mo dau, 4n ban Arden Shakespeare series
thir ba.
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